
Teaching and Learning

 of Phonics

Reception Phonics Meeting



Literacy - Early Learning Goals

Comprehension 
 Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories 

and narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary. 

 Anticipate key events in stories.

 Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about 
stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems during role-play.

Word Reading

 Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs.

 Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending.

 Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic 
knowledge, including some common exception words. 

Writing

 Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed. 

 Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter 
or letters.

 Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.



What is Phonics?

Phonics is the teaching of reading 

and writing by developing 

awareness of the sounds in words 

and the corresponding letters 

used to represent those sounds.



All schools use a Department for Education validated systematic phonics programme to 
ensure they deliver high-quality phonics teaching to improve literacy levels to:
• give all children a solid base upon which to build as they progress through school
• help children to develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both 

pleasure and information

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised is a DfE validated systematic synthetic phonics 
programme which provides: 

• Training - All staff have received the high-quality training.
• Weekly plans and content for phonics in Reception and Year 1.

• Rapid catch up and follow up plans for KS1 and KS2.
• A detailed supportive programme for the application of phonics to reading, spelling and 

writing.
• Termly Assessments - Children are assessed roughly every six weeks - Interventions.
• Support to match children’s secure phonic knowledge to the appropriate decodable 

reading books.



Little Wandle Letters and Sounds

• Term by term progression of 

GPCs (Grapheme Phoneme 

Correspondence).

• Specific order so that children 

are taught from the simple to 

more complex GPCs plus tricky 

words.

• All the graphemes taught are 

then practised in words, 

sentences and in fully 

decodable books.

. 

• We review and revise GPCs 

and words, daily, weekly and 

across terms and years in order 

to move this knowledge into 

children’s long term memory.



Little Wandle Letters and Sounds

 All children are assessed 1:1 

by an adult

 Children must know a given 

amount of phonemes 

(sounds)

 Children must be able to 

read a given amount of 

words 

 Keep up and catch up 

sessions are provided to 

children in order to fill gaps

Termly Assessments



Little Wandle Letters and Sounds

 Children need to learn to read as quickly and 
as reasonably possible so they can move from 
learning to read to reading to learn.

 Our expectations of progression are 
achievable – pace, practise and participation 
by all children.

 Children who are not keeping-up with their 
peers will be given additional practise 
immediately through keep-up sessions. 



Little Wandle Letters and Sounds

 Phoneme - Any one of the 44 sounds which make up words in the English language

 Grapheme – How a phoneme is written down. This can be a single letter: s  a  t.   There can 
be more than one way to represent a phoneme. For example, the phoneme ‘ay’ is spelt 
differently in each of the words ‘way’, ‘make’, ‘fail’, ‘great’, ‘sleigh’ and ‘lady’.

 Digraph – Two letters that make one sound, for example, ch, sh, th

 Trigraph – Three letters that make one sound  igh  air  ear

 Blending – Seeing a word and merging the phonemes together to read the word. Children 
will put a word together by blending the sounds from left to right in order to read it,         
e.g. ‘b – a – t, bat’ and ‘s-o-ck, sock’. We start by oral blending before blending to read.

 Segmenting – Chopping up a word into separate phonemes to spell it out. Children will 
break a word into its constituent sounds in order to spell them, e.g. ‘bat, b – a – t’ and 
‘sock, s-o-ck’ 

 Tricky Words – Words that cannot be decoded (the, go, to, was etc) 

Jargon Guide 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Early Phonics Skills - Phase 1
This is taught in pre-school settings and continues in Reception alongside Phase 2.

Important Skills: Distinguishing sounds and rhyming

The first phase of formal phonics education (Phase 1) also focuses on key 
listening skills. Children with poor listening and/or attention skills can struggle 
with phonics learning. Without these skills, children may struggle to master 

the next stage of their phonics learning.

 Children continue a rhyming string ‘Hop - mop, shop, top’  
‘House – mouse, touse, louse’

 Hear and say the initial sound in words fish ‘fff’, tiger ‘t’, 
sock ‘sss’, sheep ‘sh’

 Oral blending of CVC words eg can you get your h-a-t?

Rhyming is an extremely important skill for children to learn and is the basis for 
learning to read and write. Encourage children to learn lots of rhymes and 
have fun being silly with them.

Children need to be able to hear the initial sounds in words confidently 
before applying the sounds they learn to their reading and writing.

 Children need to play lots and lots of games so they can be listening for sounds. For 
example, silly soup, I spy, 



Phase 2

 In Reception we start learning Phase 2. We start with 
single letter sounds. We cover 4 sounds a week and one 
day of revision. 

 In week 3 we start learning Tricky Words- these are 
words that can't be decoded by sounding out and 
blending. 



• Every letter has a name 

• Every letter has a phoneme (sound)

• Every letter has mnemonic (picture)

• Every letter has a letter formation 

phrase for the grapheme (written 

letter)

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds



We teach the correct pure 

articulation for each letter 

phoneme (sound). This video 
shows you how to 

pronounce the sounds 

correctly. We do not add an 

‘uh’ to sounds at the end. 

We pronounce it as ‘t’ not 

‘tuh’ and ‘n’ not ‘nuh’.

PURE SOUNDS 

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds

https://vimeo.com/838275928

https://vimeo.com/838275928


Blending 

 We start with lots of oral blending, e.g. c-a-t …cat

 We sound out simple words from left to right and then sweep to blend. 
This is modelled in every lesson.

 Encourage your child to point to each grapheme as they sound them out 
and then blend.

https://vimeo.com/838286613

https://vimeo.com/838286613


Tricky words

https://vimeo.com/742989066

 We learn words that can’t be decoded phonetically 

 We teach the children which part of the word is tricky 

and what makes it tricky

 These need to be learnt with instant recall

https://vimeo.com/742989066


 As well as learning the GPCs (Grapheme Phoneme Correspondences) we 

do daily oral blending. E.g. sound talking words like s-a-t and modeling 

blending for children to copy.

 When the children know a few sounds, lessons then contain blending to 

read- the teacher models sounding out and blending written words and 

the children copy.

 This then moves on to the teacher modeling reading simple captions 

and sentences and the children will help to spot any Tricky Words and 

blend any words that are decodable. We model and practise reading 

with prosody (expression). 

 Lessons build up to the teacher modeling writing CVC words  e.g. 'sit' 

and the children then have a go. Again this will build towards writing 

simple captions and sentences with the teacher modeling explicitly how 

to do this.

 Children have opportunity to work on forming the letters correctly using 

the accompanying formation rhyme.



 We will send home Phonics homework so that you 

can support your child’s learning at home.

 We have separate Whole Class Reading lessons 

where we teach reading skills and further embed 

the phonics teaching.

 We have 3 lessons a week:

Lesson 1: decoding the text

Lesson 2: reading with fluency

Lesson 3: comprehension



Year 1 Phonics

In Year 1 children will revise the sounds and tricky words they were taught 

in Reception.

They quickly move on to learning new sounds and alternative GPCs for 

sounds they already know. E.g. that ‘ai’ can also be ‘ay’ in ‘play, or ‘oa’ 

can be ‘o-e’ in ‘home’

Children learn about split digraphs where the digraph is split by a 

consonant, e.g. a-e in ‘shake’.

They will also learn new tricky words to read and spell. 

https://vimeo.com/743021918

https://vimeo.com/743021918


Year 1 Progression



Phonics Screening Check

 The Phonics Screening Check is a test to assess and show how well your child 
can use and apply the phonics skills that they have learnt up until the 
summer in Year 1. 

 It takes place every year and provides teachers with an opportunity to 
identify which pupils need further support with their phonics to ensure they 
become confident and independent readers.

 Every child in Year 1 in England has to do the Phonics Screening Check. They 
will take the check 1:1 with a teacher. 

 It will take place in the week beginning Monday 9th June. The children are 
asked to read (sound out and blend) 40 words. Most of these words are real 
words, but some are also pseudo- words. These are made-up words that 
feature strings of letters that resemble real words. 

 There isn’t a time limit for the check, but it usually takes around 8 to 10 
minutes and most children usually enjoy it!

 Most children pass the check, but if they don’t meet the expected standard, 
they will be given the appropriate support with their phonics to help them 
eventually reach the expected standard. They will then re-take the check 
the following year. 



• It is the school's role to teach reading.

• Parents and carers also play a vital role in children's 
reading progress.

• It is important that children have plenty of practise 
reading at home in order to become confident, fluent 
readers. 

• The books they bring home will be carefully matched to 
their phonic stage and will be fully decodable. The Little 
Wandle guideline is that children should be able to read 
their book with 95% accuracy. It should seem as though it 
is easy to read, and they shouldn't be struggling to 
decode the words.

• We recommend your child reads to you every day. This 
will help them to be able to read their book fluently and 
also to talk about the book with good understanding.

• Just 10 minutes a day can make such a difference!



Reading at home

 The reading book we send home has been carefully matched to 

your child’s current reading level. If your child is reading it with 

little help, please don’t worry that it’s too easy – your child 

needs to develop fluency and confidence in reading.

 Listen to them read the book. Remember to give them lots of 

praise – celebrate their success! If they can’t read a word by 

sounding out and trying to blend, read it to them. Model how to 

say the sounds and then  blend the word.

 Encourage your child to look for any Tricky Words they know.

 After they have finished, talk about the book together.

 Encourage your child to read the book again with more fluency 

and using expression- you can model this for them.



Please make sure 
your child’s reading 
book and reading 
diary are in their 
book bag every day 
so that we can hear 
them read in school!

Write a comment to 
let us know how your 
child read or if they 
struggled with 
anything.



Writing

• We teach correct formation right from the beginning as bad habits are 

hard to correct.

• Lots of activities that encourage children to develop gross motor skills will 

help them to be physically ready to write.

• Initially children will write phonetically 

and will only use the sounds and letters 

they have learnt so far. 

Please celebrate all writing and encourage 

risk taking.

• Provide lots of real- life opportunities for writing so that children see the 

point of it. e.g. shopping lists, cards, letters to Granny and friends etc

• We teach the correct use of capital letters and so children will learn to 

write their names in lower case with a capital at the beginning.



Letter Formation

Letter families 
Letters that start 

in the position and 
have similar 

letter formations.

• Children must be able to form most of their letters correctly 

by the end of Reception in order to achieve the Writing 

Early Learning Goal 

• We use letter formation rhymes 

• Handwriting lessons using Nelson Handwriting



Pencil Grip



It is important for children to strengthen their fine motor 

skills and pre-writing skills.

Fine Motor and Pre-Writing Skills



• Alphablocks and Numberblocks on CBeebies

• Magnetic Letters - Magnetic letters on the fridge are great for children to practise the 
segmenting and blending skills they have learnt.

• I Spy - Playing I spy by the sound (not letter) ‘shhhhh’ for shoe rather than ‘sss’

• https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ParentsMenu.htm - Lots of information about how 
phonics is taught plus a few free interactive games

• Spelling Games:

Useful Websites and Games

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ParentsMenu.htm


https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

Thank you for coming! 

If you have any questions 

please stay for a chat 

afterwards.

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
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